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In all probability, in the beginning, the Ramayana was a tribal epic celebrating the victorious career of a tribal hero, but later, in order to raise him to the dignity of a national hero first and then to the status of God, additions have been made to make it clear that Rama was an incarnation of God. Besides this, stray verses have been introduced time after time, but these additions are quite unimportant.
7. Some cantos have been occasionally interpolated and since they are quite consistent witja the spirit of the original, they must have been introduced by professional bards for satisfying the popular pastes. In some cases the additions have been so loosely made that they are easily recognizable*
We understand from the Ramayana itself that Valmiki was a contemporary of Rama and that he lived on the banks of the Ganges. He must have been very closely acquainted with the history of Rama and * his ancestors. His intimate contact with the court of Rama is clearly brought out by the fact that the banished Sita takes refuge in his kermitage and the twin sons of Rama are brought up by him. This close acquaintance with the court of Rama gave him opportunities to know the details of his life and the several songs and epic tales about him current in Kosala and he composed them into a poem to be sung by bards and professional minstrels. This is the significance of the terms Ku§a and Lava denoting the lads to whoth «B£9